PALO ALTO TIMES

Sanitized - Approve

gl A ne g s

A Sovief agem"

®

.)"L - .
Tape fg

"By JOHN KEPLINGER™
',‘ . (Third in a serics)

r-ﬁ@we officials cu%'
for Lee ¢

—They were married April 30, —for the S'o'v‘ie't authorities to'
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Ispeak little an"lbh on hor ar-

i- Lee Havey Oswald," Ius Rus-
? sian-born’ wife and child arrlved
in the United Stdles in June
]962 without fanfare. :
> Oswald’s unherelded

“ than 2% years was accom-
‘plished with little difficulty —
a fact that has since stimulated
vthe curiosity of U.S. officials.
! Where it has taken other
"Americans years’ of frustration
to gain exit visas fof loved ones
in Russia,  Oswald apparently
"experienced no such difficulty
‘Inachieving his wife's and
‘daughter’s freedom..
! Perhaps the Russians just
‘wanted to get rid of the young
»ex-Marine -who defected to the
Soviet Union in the fall of 1959,
_then claimed 'to have a change
of heart. ;
MORE MEANING .
‘.- Or, perhaps Oswald's hastily]

N/

retum,
home after an abacnﬁe of more;

.weeks were married.

rival in the United States. She
was borit in Archdngel, “but ap-
parently lived most of-Her life
ln Leningrad, {

Oswald met lq_Minsl; carly in
1961. Th=y began seeing each
other regularly and in a. few

Marina was no ordmary Rus-
sian peasant girl, Smith 'says.
She was well educated, had a
degree in pharmacy and was &/,
Latin and French scholar, ~

met at a - Young Communist
club or under some ofher un-
usual’ circumstances. The cir-
cumstances must have’ 'been un-
usual, he believes, 34 Oswald.
was supposedly only'a poor
sheet metal worker and she an

educated Russian girl possibly

related to a colonel in’the So:

- |viet intelligence service.

Soviet soclety is organized
:along caste and class lines,

‘arranged departure, from be-
:hind the Tron Curtain had a
Fmore significant meaning.

. Edward Ellis Smith of Palo
_Alto, a former Army, State De-
‘partment and Central Intelli-
gence Agency security - intelli-
gence officer who lived in Mos-
‘cow  several years, Is nl.' the
" latter opinion.

~ Smith ha¥ carefully 1cv1ewed
. Oswald’s movements from 1959
‘until Nov. 22, 1963, the day he
allegedly ‘murdered the Presi-
-dent of the-United States.”

He believes the evidence
“strongly points to the likelihood

:Oswald was a trained Sovi et
agent, but ;one who. acted on
+ his own that tragic day in. pal-
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:Smith explaing,
Heers in particilar are ver

clannish,’ ‘Thus, he interprets
Oswald's courtship of Marina
to mean the American defector|

was moving in circles consider-
ably above the station of an
alleged sheet metal worker.
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Smith speculates the; coupic!Citizenship, who was thinking of
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1961 and b

recalls, Oswald already had in- they really considered Oswa]d

dicated his desire to retur ny, be a ‘Trotskyite’ or an ‘ene«

bel ieve the Russlans would claimed after President Konnga

home. He finds it difficult to my of the peoplc,’ as they

such cnrcumstances, unless, of, dy's assassination, they would
cnurse:i, everything had been ar- R,?;’ﬁn;d“ e it Visa to
range N ’ one to jail « « . Marina would
SUBSTANDARD ot havejbeen allowed to marry,

If the explanation. were sim-jhim.’ But not only did she get
pler . . . if Owald had merely|the Visa, she received it with a
been a defector found too un-|SPeed that fs. fruly unique in' .
Stable or unpalatable, for Soviet Soviet History,“ e 155

i

returning home, then, by Soviet:
norms, he would have been con-|
sidered “substandard -, . . the
scum of the earth,” Smith says.
It ‘is more logical to assume
\Marina was aqsigned to Oswald
as his companion, lie states,
“The most revealing piece of
evidence,” Simith contends, “is
alse the most incontrovertible
—the Soviet exit visa given Ma-
‘rina and her child. L

igh-ranking ofs *Soviet authorities have, true e R .

enough, on occasion allowed So- L o
viet wives of foreigners to leave o B

Russia. In practically every
case, however, the husband was|

a diplomat or a forelgn “cor-;
respondent.
“And in every case it took a

“The very fact he was gl
lowed .to meet this girl even,
once; demonstrates he .was al_.
very, special guest of the Krem-’
lin,”” Smith says.

i Their marriage lndicateb
“Oswald was moving in official
circles . . . that he was on
good terms with Soviet authori
ties . . that ‘hewas. not " an;
80-ruble nobod ] ):aCcord

Jing 0 5mity’ mﬁw

iwa 1o, reason-nbsolutely nong

jgreat: deal of doing to obtain
‘the exit visa, including in many;
instances well-timed intercea-‘
isians by ambassadors, minis-.

Oswald would have’

tors and even heads of state, . .. -
- CONDITIONS g )
"Exlt visas usually have been

granted only when the Kremlin'
felt the need to. "demonstrate
‘Wwillingness to coexist peacefuls
ly.” he adds. As for Oswald’s . : .
plans to return to the United - S
\States, Smith argues, “There o Ty
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